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Greenness in Day of the Butterfly

Bhagwat C. Patﬂ
Asst. Professor, English
J.D.M.V.P.’S Arts, Commerce and Science College, Jalgaon
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Introduction:

Although various writings and films on disability
litcrature have been emerged during the last two decades
including the physical and mental aspects, the present paper
explores the additional disability matters such as negative
social approach towards the paralyzed persons, the monctary
deficiency as a curse, lack of normal bondage as a human
being ctc. those were reverberated in Day of the Butterfly, a
short story by Alice Munro.

Disability: It’s Implication through Writings

The study on “disability’ has come in vogue since
1960s like the other themes of literature such as, feminism,
racial discrimination, gender studies etc. The number of
differently able individuals exists globally. “The Disability
Studies originated in the West in the late twentieth century
as a result of the success of the disability rights movement,
the seminal work of a few scholars like Erving Goffman
and Michel Foucault,” (Mambrol) The disabled activists
gave a vociferous cry against not allowing them to their
freedom and basic rights in United States and United
Kingdom. They consciously built on the civil rights
movement. Conscquently, the long protest made America
to pass the first disability civil rights law. Mambrol points
out, “Several influential scholars working in the 1960s
and 1970s provided intellectual groundwork for the ficld,
even if they did not write solely about disability or offer a
vision of liberation for disabled people.
era witnessed the depiction of the afore
matter through literature an -
the Fury (19g29), The Curiodu.l; 1;:11:;:1:;3: 3; th T So‘und ‘:Md

Time (2012), The Secret Gard, e In Night
vl en (2012), etc and Bollywood

{novjes fike Koshish (1972), Sparsh (1980), Black (2005)
Taare Zameen Par (2007) etc. The characters :
generally belong to the lower-middles class

The Day of the Butterfly: An OQyer

) Al.The;\;hort story, The Day of the Butterfly is a Creation
Yy Alice Munro ¢ i i i
e a Canadian writer. It is taken from her

" The succeeding
mentioned subject

in these works
strata.
view

UGC Recommeng Journal

short story collection ‘Dance of the Happy Shades’ (19
Her short storics mostly deal with feminine concer T:;
present story carries the theme of isolation and commitrey
The events and incidents of the story are unfolded by e,
It opens with the first person narration, and the readers §
acquaint with the characters such as Myra Sayla, a gifs
the sixth grade having a shabby look, her brother Jimr;
studying in Grade One. He is disabled. During the ne
course, remaining characters like Miss Darling, a teacts:
Gladys Healcy and other students appear.

Mpyra is seen always taking care of Jimmy “’hoj‘
not able to go to bathroom by himself. Myra would ko
after all such things. She belongs to the lower-middle ci
family. She has to help in running the small fruit store of'tﬂ
father. Simultancously, she has to complete her educit
too. Actually she is good at Art and Arithmetic as we ki
it from Helen. )

Jimmy sometimes wet himself and Myra hast0 wﬂ
out of the classroom seeking with the permission of L‘JI
teacher. At this, her fellow students would laugh andlef‘?ne .
her. They avoid Myra’s company due to her dirt}, smchtl-i;
clothes and her shabby appearance. The class-tcachéfvrs '
Darling is quiet sympathetic towards Myra and al\\'ﬂ)i“?
a helping hand. She urges other girls of the class ¥ ':['rv_,?-,
with Myra and allow her to play with them. On the CT to ¥
the girls stay reluctant. Further, the teacher 3pP cadm'ﬁei
students to visit Myra in the hospital where she has flc ap®
due to disease of leukemia. Miss Darling also maﬁ Mo
of celebrating Myra’s birthday in advance on 20‘1 o i
four months before of her actual birthday. The te-aC 1se.
know the threats and the consequences of the dlsszm arift

Helen is presented a true friend of My® 1-ustmﬁ"'15
to the other classmates, and there are ample ldcosf”csf ‘
of it. Helen’s friendship and the later develop : cipdl Tﬂ: |
is striking cxample of the humanitarian pr,lcneivcs fﬂ"}( ‘
calourful butterfly brooch is a gift My ?L,O My
Helen. It is symbolic to a ray of hope in the 1ife " me)’-""'i %
Website : www‘resczlrchjm

M

(3 Scanned with OKEN Scanner



RESEARCH JOURNEY Internation
Impact Factor (SJIF) - 6.625 | Specigl Issue 243 :
vide her a kind of vigour after her hospitalization
als rf;h'c concluding part of the story set in the hospital
chere Myra has admitted. She is seen delighted ang
1ed with the attachment shown by her (friends).
ryone turns back by bidding a farewell, Helen
avs a’goodbyc to Myra, for Myra has to shift to a
als0 dml; hospital for further medical treatment. It is symbolic
Loﬂ\:’,hm would have happen to Myra, her disabled brother
100 v Everything remains unresolved.
- i)isnbilit)'i A Curse on Myra and Jimmy
The disability of Jimmy can be regarded as a curse
onthe sibling. He needs an attendant while doing the natural
rocesses of & person. Myra would take him downstairs
of the classroom. Failing to which make himself wet. As
Helen states, “Quite often he would not get to Myra in time
and there would be a big dark stain on his little button-on
cotton pants.” (Explorations: 59) Myra’s classmates would
ease and laugh at her when she asks for the permission to
00 outdoors. It is also inhuman when the other boys chase.
Jimmy, corner him against the back fence and thrash him
_with tree branches. Jimmy is not involved in the dialogues
directly, but his minor role is vital in the course of action in
the story. Although Jimmy is paralyzed; but Myra also suffer
having no fault of her own. She has to face the raillery of
others. She could not attend the class regularly. Is it a sin of
her previous birth? As it regarded in various mythologies
and now she has to pay the cost of it. Both were made to
ostracize. Helen rightly observe, “So Myra and Jimmy spent
every recess standing in the little back porch ... Whenever
you happen to look at them their heads were slightly bent,
their narrow bodies hunched in, quite still” (Explorations:
60) Even the teachers except Miss Daring were not bother
with them.

Financial Inadequacy and Social Greenness:

The story, The Day of the Butterfly, actually is a
pathetic tale of a poor Myra. Jimmy is physically disabled
and Myra’s financial inadequacy can also be regarded as
a disability. She is shouldering many responsibilitics at a
time. She looks after Jimmy, she contributes to un a fruit
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store, and she is acquiring her education too. It indicates
that her family is not well-settled. She is deprived of daily

necds and houscholds. She could not maintain the hygiene.

?s a result, the students avoid the company of Myra. The
ines,

“What do you Wash your hair in. ... but it was a
rotten-sweetish smell as of bad fruit.” (Explorations: 61) At
two occasions, Helen’s fingers touch with Myra’s hand and
she pulls it back. All these are the instances of the class-
distinction, Society, not as a whole; but is responsible for the
predicament of the disabled in any way. In fact, the social
mentality is paralyzed. There is a fecling of alicnation, and
the disabled have a particular identity.

Reclamation of Disability Issues:

The helping nature, sympathetic attitude and moral
support to the disabled individuals is cxpected. It shouldn’t
be at the cost of anyone’s life. The practice should be
followed as implemented by Miss Darling. The friendship
of Helen and Myra is memorable and it should be continued
with other Jimmy and Myra in the world. The literature
and films are the medium of spreading awareness and
knowledge of such social issues, so instead of presenting
the helplessness of disabled person, efforts should be done
in the dircction of reformation of the society again.
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