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e Uhad ae g roscarcher rereconds the detans from
o = the heoncal facts ahout malana and the

e & Rongid Ress who was awarded the Noble
ow i by Sindmps on malana fever. This sets off the
e o e novel, and takes the creative arist to the
wrmo Eharntanies, makes use of scentilic vocabulary.
g thean of osoenee and counter seiewe for the
sanpavan Ghost: thogh the character of Murugan
st s readmg of the joumals of the Nobel
Yo wmmung bactenologst, Ronald  Ross;  and
o natructs the events of the 18980, that in his rescarch
t Romaid Ross some people were helping him to find
* saignz perssne Murugan fimmly believed in the
P of the so calied “Other Mind™ (Ghosh, 2008) a
B Gat some une hisd systematically interfered with
homaié Rowt's expenments 1o push malaria research in
% doection winie leading it sway from others.

T Calewtta Chrumosome begins with a poem by
}f !.u Fams, the Nobel Prize winner for Medicine
» ﬂf b discoverng the malsria parasite. The action
;"'; :“"‘ begins s New York, into the future not 100
W m'v’ “"’\l.tb'ub! 1’.‘0f tdamfmd us “Mosquito Day”,
“‘“';VP‘Z?ZW Gay, w 1896, Ronsld Ross made his
& ¢ mualana parastte i the blood of an

o

a;,:"' Yatnd Husein ¥ dhan 19 fug laboratory st Caleuita,
.f**\mu..{w';%m bovery dose W the people of
N, oy i s research in this caty. His memorial
gy ‘h" the eutance of the P. G, Hospital
Wy ﬁ: L"“ hosh deviates from the known
[l& sy W"‘;:: m_d begins bix worg of undoing
_ M“W ‘-O.Jhtn-h has divided the bouvk in
g ul.d; Mosquito Day* and “Ihe Day

firg oo UM part beging in New York
and ceutury, in the Sparuncal of Amar, &
h% Aalyst al the Intemationa]

: PUBLICATIONS

Watet Council Hle genpeeally s M e by
retrement 18 et o yenr awyy After Wit eotiretment e
plans teoreturn to s mative | APt “Fer yaars he ) heor
dreaming of leaving New York and gome mack 4
Faypt” (CC5) He works at hame with the peseefi)
search engine computer systém named the Avalls e
simplv. Ava. Anrar finds an 1D card thar bas fwen
partially destroved. He wants ta find out the imformation
from that 1D, so he proceeds with the help «f Ao
While reading out the information on Ava, Antar gnters
mto his childhood memories and his hamfet i F ot
He remembers about al - Magan and her research of
examining the dirt. This sets the tone of the novel and
gises the hint that, it s about research.

The action of the novel now shifts backward, to just
one day betore Mumgan went missing, Muruzan is een
at the Presudency General Hospital in Caleutta, He g
medical Instorian and his hobby has made him an expert
on Ross and his research into malarta, He has watten an
article on the malana rescarch, “Certam Systematie
Discrepancies mn Ronald Ross's account of Plasmodham
B (CC, 32), but hus article s rejected. He wnites to the
Hhistory of Science Society' proposing o panel for
malana research. But seon here too he gets frustrared
Then he begins to speak openly about his potton ot the
malare research and the theory of “Other Mund® that
some persony might have helped Ronald Ross o push
his malaria research o the nght direction amd led A
to win the Nobal 'nge

Mutugae visits the 1 G Hospital where e listens
o Phulbone o farmous wiiter, wha savs that, “cuety ity
has 1L secrets, the voiee began, “but Caloutta, whose
YOCBLION i excess, o aopany that s e secred thin
any other.” (UC. 221 He ab speaka on the cult ol
silence. Mumg.m Ciainteny twe Lawmating woet
Sonali Das and Uil Koy They are both joumaliog
and work for “The Cabouita’ g jounnal Mugugan theo
vidits the small Libaraty ol Ross whae b ha!
discovered the nuabing parasite o 1398 Muugan
caiches a glimpse ot 4 gap touthad taev with a panted
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Laakhan, Both Mangala angd
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angala wag expert in
Shilis with help of m
Was the m

alaria, While Laakhan
_ 0 who suggested to Ross that it wag only a
Pamicular king of masquito, the anopheles that wys
Important 1o g ssion of malaria. So these
I indigenous knowledgpe
Ronald Ross 1o find out the malaria parasite,
i 'e of the novel nvolves g re.
story of late ninefee
Murugan. He i
of malaria research,
conviction thar Sy Ronald
Medical Scientis who was a
1902. for Medicine
malaria parasiye.

uny,

¢ ransmj triba,
helped

eXZminatian of the hy

malana research by

nth- century
history

obsessed by (he
Which leads him 1o the
Ross, the British Army
warded the Nobe] Prize in
for his work on the Jife. cycle of the
“as not his achievement. Murugan
the real history of malaria has been
systematically erased by the colonial society, Pradeep
pomnts out that, “Ghosh undertakes the

believes thas

task of
Wistonan ang depends on his intuition in order to
identify  the subject of study and his individual
Judgments over the centra) issue

devotes himself 1 uncover the hidden truth behingd the
malana research and medical historiography, Murugun
is the mouth picee of Ghosh and undertakes the task of
this point the . novel uncovers  its
Intncate network of races, the parallcl- quest stories
and the medica| contemporaries of Ross,

Murugan firy encounters jn the novel (f
mediation of Antar,

systems operator
Murugan has bee

historian. From

rough the
a New York based computer

and a former colleague of Murugun,
I reported 88 missing: he is seen Jast in
Calcutta on 2) August, 1995, Antar's quest for
Murugan leads the rend&g;m 8 number of paralle) quest-

stories which range from't’nosq‘_of Ross and his medical
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eypross doubt reganding e discovery o Ross
Then o, he devides o solve 1his seientific Pz sle t\ll
the centuny. Shubha Tiwan points out one of e
foatunes of the book that,

The mostumque feature operating in the text of the
povel i Aty questioning of the past, Our historical
finney are questionad. Ghosh is obviously skeptical

Sowands the towenng attitude given to a certain period

Qr cvent.
Ghosh provades the detail history of difTerent
scentiaiy and their research related to malaria this way

~or that way. Manson was one of such great scientists; he

Ivad in China: he wrote the book on filarial, the bug
d‘/ui causes clephantiasis. Filarial is caused by mosquito
W ~r, was proved by Manson in 1895 while in 1840’s
a saentist called Meckel found microscopic granules of
- black pigment in malaria patients. In short he found the
- symptoms of malana like black spots, some round and
~grescent shaped. Near about forty years no one figured
“out this swuff It was in 1880; Alphonse Laveran, a
Freach amy Surgeon of Alcgeria found the cause of
melenz and it's a critter, a protozoan, an animal
 parasite. He faxed his discovery to the Academy of
Medicine in Paris; a protozoan critter but Paris did not
buy it. In 1886, Camillo Goli found that Laveran’s
parasite grew inside red blood cell. So it becomes quite
‘clear that it was Manson who first conceived the
connection between malaria and mosquitoes; and it was
Manson who first gave Ross the idea. Brinda Bose
OQ,'Jcms on the historical element in the novel that,
Ghosh's fiction takes upon itself the responsibility
 Of re-assessing its troubled antecedents using history as
&100l by which we can begin to make sense of- or at
least come 10 terms with our troubling present.
| mkgh?hsf Z:s-scss the history of malaria research and
h‘dbegun . ofsrc- In Begumpeth, Sccundarab'ad Ross
tamapt er money for samples of malaria blood,
gy mpcoff,ﬁk C.)n Ma?' 17, 1895, he got l?is
Ross hag iy 1!'1]3, Brpnllcnl callcfllAbdul K:ﬂdlr.
found g Tty o l;io Abdul' Ka@lr 8 {nosquuocs
e g0t exciteq gpg e t‘:‘l)'ll’amsllcrs in a single field.
L sphere ryn v @ letier to Manson about the
%, 1895, g, for fe; Ormation of the parasite, on June
- Buided by :;f}ths the blood of Abdul Kudir
ligg vy, in My ical phases of his research,
“0of Roge ¥, 1895 Lutchman entered into th
| XPerimen " Lutchman Rogs ‘
performed various

» ¢ asked h;
ed him (o drink cocktaj]. Lutchman
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very soon, the next morning 1 utepy, e et
o] 1
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of malarin, thus there waq e end of ' Sign
: O ln'r,:.v.,;,

theory ol Ross. Once A he tirned by o
Kadir. While scarching for the malaria par oAbyl
b Arasite arul

malaria patients, Rm.q went 1o Westhury coffee B
] v:lllc.y. where he himself got malaria for the figsy .,m.'.
in his life. It was Lutchman who “succeeds in planting |
crucially important idca in his head: that the rmalyn,
vector might be one particular species of mosquito -
(CC, 68) On onc hand Ross worked on malaria, like
wisc his assistances, the team of counter scientists,
Mangala and Lutchman worked with plasmodium
falsciparum in diffcrent way. They did not tell it to Ross
because it was against their religion. They were
developing the most revolutionary medical “technology
for interpersonal transference.” (CC, 93)

W.G. MacCallum, a doctor and a research scientist
contributed a lot in malaria research in 1897. He
showed the Laveran “rods” in the parasite. He wrote a
paper on that subject and presented at Toronto. Then he
worked with the team of researchers at John Hopkins in
Baltimore. The members of the team were Eugene L.
Opic and English Monroe Farley. Farley visited one of
his colleagues in the medical service, D. D.
Cunningham, F.R.S. a scientist was in charge of a
laboratory in Calcutta. The facilities in that laboratory
were the best in the whole continent of Asia. On his
visit Farley was informed by Cunningham that due to
some reason, he was to leave Calcutta. Farley, in that
laboratory met the attendants Mangala and Lutchman.
Farley was astonished to see the knowledge of Mangala
regarding the slides containing Laveran rods. He also
found that Mangala cured the diseases of the people
who were suflering trom syphilis. Syphilis was cured
by malaria. Mangala Killed the pigeons tor the shdes on
which Farley found the Laveran rods. By that discovery
Farley wanted (0 make his  team  famous  but
unfortunately in his journey to Barich he disappeared
mysteriously never to be seen again. John [hieme
throws light on the subversion o colonial history amd

suggesting the alternative,

The Caleutta Chromasome is more overtly HEtive,
5- [ToMm the

but again it interweaves i network of e ,
d o . @ P LY - l,
history of late nineteenth-century mularia n.\c-mb
" 5 T 10 ¢
theological movements generally deemed

‘ BT tion
heretical in the west and slightly futuristic intormatic
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technology inter alias- to provide the possibility of an
alternative subaltem history, which exists in parallel
with colonial history as an cqually (or possibly more)
potent cpistemological system, albeit one which has
traditionally operated through silence rather than
articulation,

The uneducated Mangala and Lutchman kept their
research secret, The source of their strength was silence.
Silence was a religion for them. They believed that
knowledge is self contradictory. So these tribal thought
that malaria was spirit possession. They were highly
superstitious. Mangala had achieved a remarkable

success in curing the syphilis patients with the help of

malaria. She herself suffered from syphilis. She was
going on in the right direction in malaria research due to
her instinctive understanding. She had also developed
the technique of transforming malaria from a pigeon to
a patient of syphilis. In this case Babli Gupta observes
that,

The chance discovery of marginal figures, lost in
time. becomes the occasion for researching the
historical past of ancient civilization with their richness
and complexities, to trace their inevitable destruction at
the hands of the European conquerors, who were more
able and organized but not for- that~teasbn more
civilized than the ancients. e i

Ghosh provides the marginal history and ‘subverts
the colonial history, suggesting the alternative one, in

which the marginal figures gy,
the central place,
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