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The Glasy Palace is a thorough I'CKCIII“Cth prf‘scnluli(m uf'lh: :;:\v‘fn“l‘il’li":‘-‘tiv:":l.u::.np:, of
Indian independence war and the role of b i .{q;;h.“-""‘ .?cr:‘:n'.:‘ familics. a,;(lavi(l‘.?.lr:,.%;"." |
movement in it. Ghosh reveals how these factors have the impa p the fumiies, I W |
oldicrs serving the Indian British Army. Ghosh p.rcscnls.lhc hunnhuu‘nnfu:(p:r'u?lu:xh' ?h(hc lndi.. |
sepoys. the awakening of their conscience regarding the independence o ‘:1( |.||, l-“' i ! of Tngjse
National Army and the contribution of the lesser knmivn people to the Indian in epg.ndcr:u
movement. There is very little writing about the Indian National Army and no one has .cx‘ummed the
racism and self-hatred among the Indian British soldiers which sprang up from colomalism. G,
examines these things in this book.

Arjun an cager young man gets recruited in the British Indian army and feels very proyd - |
himself in the beginning. He behaves like the colonial masters, but he gets frustrated when he leym,
that the Indian soldiers are being insulted by the British officers. Even the civilians say that “the 1
Jats- weren't real soldiers; they were just hired killers, mercenaries.” (GP. 347) The word mercenar,
means the soldiers who are paid for their work. Hardy reveals the meaning of mercenary to e
that it means a ‘fool” who fights from neither enmity nor anger, but in submission to orders fror
superiors, without protest and without any conscience. Arjun and Hardy undergo a huge upheavai
conscience when they realize that serving the oppressor and thereby gaining some personal satus «
morally indefensible. They come to know that the Indian sepoys are used to subjugate Indi-
themselves and others, in the name of England to the economic, ecological and moral devastane:
wreaked in Burma. Ghosh focuses on the Indians serving in the British army and domyg the Bnuw
Empire’s dirty work. In the beginning chapters of the novel Ghosh reminds the readers that in te
invasion of Burma two thirds of the soldiers were the Indian sepoys. The role of the Indian sepoysi2
the British Empire remains significant. As the cries for Indian independence grows louder the roke
Indian spays become more crucial and controversial as well. In Bombay, a Sikh unit- a squadwon &
the central India horse- mutinied, they laid down their weapons and refused to board the ship 02

was to take them o NOrth Africa. As a result two men were executed and dozens of others W
exiled to the prison of the Andaman Islands,

In January 1941, Indian troops were given the task of advancing along the Burmese coats
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the port of Akyab. This was done by the battalion of Arjun and Hardy. The real problem ol the:
was the environment. Burma was criss- crossed with jungle, mountains, rivers and mangiv

s?vamps. M(l)vmg in such atmosphere was 1 nightmare experience. There was a constant threat ¢
discases. Arjun and Hardy appear in confused state of mind, their bewilderment and state of min®
revealed by Ghosh,

» Jt was strange to be sitting on one side of
_knowing at the same time that it wasn't re

holding gun and asking yourself; who is this weapon really aimed at? (GP, 400)

The emphasis here is on the Passivity of Arjun and his comrades, on their inability nnki
moral decisions. They become disempowered figures, moved involuntarily by the .'“‘pcm"”l. M-\‘.
of colonial history, The implication is that Arjun like other educated Indians behave 1ike hnl"‘;
shaped by them unconsciously. While the uneducated soldiers like Kishun Singh wer¢ consc |
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sranding the Bratish policy felt thar their “loyalty™ 10 the 13, h
those Who Were Conscions 1)y !

; : ' shackpronnd there wepe gy, :
wore and more discomlortable. T the backprom CiNpleg
They ’ 2 11 . \] . .
rang hollow. They grew i I, known as the great mutiny of 1857 Rang Lakehimn Bar, Ny, S0

i an tehel, known as the e - A o
. m- the Indian iebel, . . lependence war apain.
e ! Pula Ram, and Mangal Pande who fought the first indey g

atva Tope, Rao Tula Ramy, and Mang: ) , + Britis!
Fatva Il\l\. Rao Tul; isines laid against the British.
¥ - ; any violent uprisings lad ap ) ‘

itish Empire. There were many violent : - aniTngh o &

s ”““_ Indian National Army was founded by Captain M:‘;h n\’ I} ! e
th IRt dncliodh NRINK in Burma. The Indian Nationa ANy y
: apanesce o burni,

: 3 . L |(l("c(, {§) ,’al,)l"“ﬁ , wl " =
existence when the English surren Loy am: Sihoky disabandoned it 0usandy
et “th Subhas! E('h'm(ll'n Bose, when Captain Mohan Singh d
resunected by Subhash Chandra Bose,

PR e '.'l”y.
: ian soldiers joined this ar ST
the population and many British Indian soldiers ) 1ent was Jaid by Mahatma Gandhi. Many ‘”"Jlt‘nr
. N "0y "nee yveme S0 RS . . . )
e eipristeal ofndpel e ml(h he thoughts of Gandhi. He said that “the country
) . A "0 the : i -
oimithe Blish frididn agny were influenco y the army. India needs soldicrs who won't blindly
- R = sonscience i the 4 . ¢ . . .
can only benefit from having men of conscienc le followed the path of Gandhi- non-violent
obey their superiors...™ (GP, 258) Number of pcopc ational Army. The purpose of Gandhi and
n:si;lilncc to colonialism, while others joined the Indian Nation: i 1s to achieve independence
Indian National Army was the same- (o get independence but their means ,‘ M S
was different. Gandhi used to say that the struggle for independence can nulv e «‘L[‘ ‘ e
€ e : 2 s TR T rialis 1S an ente
struggle for reform. People should not be deccived by the idea that imperi '_’Nn : T
rcfo;r;l. To reform the society the evils like caste system, the mistreatment of \;s‘mu;'. c
o - ielv s sende a was influenced by the thoughts of Gandhi:
illiteracy in the society should be ended. Uma was mﬂm-. - ) od Indians against those 'who
The movement against colonialism was an uprising of unarmed Indians agains o nhe
& ¥ . nts were the weapons :
bore arms- both Indians and British- and that its chosen instruments were the we 1poi
Wweaponless, its very wezkness its source of strength. (GP, 254) ands o

In 1942, Mahatma Gandhi launched the Quit India Movement. Umfn and lhou.\‘.m S0
supporters were imprisoned. With the backing of the masses Gandhi galvanized the nation and
finally forced the British to leave India. Thus Gandhi and his followers achieve the independence for
India. Dipesh Chakrabarty talks about the significance of history in relation to the subalterns as
Ghosh writes the history of subalterns his “aim is not to reinstate the marginalized
history” but to acknowledge the marginalized figures those whe contributed for
independence movement.

Ghosh also points out the contribution made
independence. It does noy mean that Ghosh wans
resistance of Gandhi against colonialism i achievin
Gandhi is unquestionable. In this nove| Ghosh intery
the real people and events, Arjun, a British Indian
investigating the molivalions of those,
soldiers join the Indian Nation) Army
llongo and many cihers join the Indian Nationa Ay, Alier the .
members of the indian Nationa] Army were brought byck ¢,
Empire regarded them as traitors, becayse they thoughy that Ingiyy, Nation;

Japanese army. Ghosh here wanls to Suggest that these 5o - dhonal Army way ian extended
heroes. In 1945, (he British broughy (he charge L Olders were gy the (r;
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